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EXPANDING VISIONS! 

A CH Clear Pathways has always been known for its creative arts programming 
in the community.  Our mission has consistently been to “nurture    creativity 

through the visual and performing arts by providing an opportunity to youth and 
families within the community.” When ACH purchased the Kaufmann Center, we 
wanted to enlarge that mission to include “providing a safe haven for youth and 
young adults in the community”; ACH has begun providing that safe haven by 
providing a safe place for our children to receive the support they need in their  
education.   

The stories we’ve heard from our neighbors, friends, teachers, and yes, we’ve said it     
ourselves… I can’t help my children in this virtual learning process!  As our country      
attempts to combat this Covid-19 virus, many parents, educators, and government       
officials struggled with the question….Do I send our children back to school for   in-person 
learning?  Following that  question is the next question...Will our children be safe?  ACH 
Clear Pathways heard you ask those questions and we prepared to help!   

On Tuesday, September 8, 2020, the “E-Learning Academic Hub” located at the ACH Clear Pathways Kaufmann Center began its 
first day of operation.  The purpose of the “ E-Learning Hub” is  to help support parents who are essential workers support their 
child/children  academically for the first 9 weeks of school.  Four Pennsylvania certified teachers have been contracted to facilitate 
and support children as they navigate through their online learning and coursework.   These educators are  here so that your 
child/children can receive the in-person support they need as they struggle with today’s “new normal”.  Our educators provide 

enrichment materials for students who will benefit from them, remedial support for those children 
who need it, and encouragement to children who are discouraged.  In addition, the children are 
able to receive one-on-one  support in an otherwise virtual classroom environment.  There are four 
separate classrooms with students separated six (6) feet apart.  Each classroom, assigned by certain 
grade levels, has a maximum of 6 students.     

One of the concerns of some people, about distance learning, was that the children would not     
receive the meals at home that they would at school.  ACH, in partnership with the Pittsburgh   
Public Schools, is providing breakfast and lunch to its students.  Because of our concerns for safety, 
the students do not eat in the cafeteria; they remain in their assigned hubs for meals.   

The successful operation of the E-Learning Hub would not be possible without the  collaboration of 
its contracted teachers and the individual virtual teachers from the various schools.  This collabora-
tion provides a method to focus on the individual needs of each student and to ensure that those            
individual needs are being met.   

One child at a time in the rest 

room!  Social distancing is a 

must in our Hub!              

Wait  6 feet apart 
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E-Learning Hub Continued from page 1 

ACH is committed to maintaining a safe and healthy environment for its  students and staff; therefore, 
it has installed six feet apart signage and  hand sanitizing  stations throughout the  Hub.  In  addition, 
ACH has invested in a Clorox electrostatic disinfectant sprayer which is used daily by our maintenance 
staff.   Everyone must wear a mask throughout the day except when eating.   

The E-Learning Hub is comprised of students from Pittsburgh Public Schools, several charter schools, 
and parochial schools.   ACH students maintain their normal class schedules and assignments from 
their home school.   In order to reduce the possible transfer of infections, sharing  equipment is not  
allowed.  Each student has his/her own laptop and earphones and other supplies.  ACH is committed to 
helping our students succeed in their class work.  Unlike being “home alone”,  ACH is here to help!
       

 

Left--Expressions class is for 

the older students in grades 6-9 

*****************************

Right--Mrs. Pezzelle gets ready 

to receive  Smile   students in 

kindergarten through 2nd 

grade 

 

Our contracted teachers have prepared classrooms and bulletin boards  to remind the students that they are in a learning environ-
ment which will challenge each of them to be great!   Mrs. Peterson enjoys creating a loving and learning atmosphere .   

Our teachers are always prepared to provide the additional help needed.  

Ms. Valerie makes it a point to have extra work for  students who have 

completed their regular classwork.    Practice makes perfect!  In addition, 

she provides opportunities for the children to discuss  current affairs. 

There’s always 

more to learn! 

Enrichment  

Opportunities! 

Doing Our 

Best! 



 

ACH Clear Pathways E-Learning Hub welcomes 

Dr. Stephanie L. Johnson 

P rior to ACH’s acquisition of the Kaufmann Center, our program for the Out of School session 

and the Creative Arts Camp was located in the Pittsburgh Weil School, where Dr. Kira       

Henderson was its principal.  Because of the wonderful relationship which developed between 

ACH and  Dr.  Henderson, it was only natural that ACH contacted Dr. Henderson for recommen-

dations for our E-Learning Hub teachers.  One of the first teachers who she suggested was           

Dr. Johnson, who had recently  retired from the Pittsburgh Public School System.  Dr. Johnson 

had   recently completed her course work for her Ph.D. in Psychology and was in the research and     

writing phase of her dissertation; therefore, she was thoughtful about taking this new position. 

After much “gentle persuasion”, she agreed to contract with ACH for its E-Learning Hub.            

Dr. Johnson’s credentials are  laudable; but more than that, her gentleness and compassion 

made her a great asset for ACH.  Dr. Johnson has been an educator for more than 33 years begin-

ning as an elementary school teacher in 1987.  In addition to her obtaining several professional 

certificates in Instruction, she has obtained two Masters  degrees and been published by the Yale        

National Teachers Initiative and the Pittsburgh Teachers Institute.  Dr. Johnson was a Teacher 

Fellow at the Yale  University from 2005-2011.   

Of her  many accolades, the one which she is most proud is a 2015 Distinguished Teacher Award 

in Pittsburgh Public Schools.    Dr. Johnson completed graduate work at Duquesne University in 

“Enhancing Education through Technology”, which has certainly prepared her for these challenging times in education.    

Although she has a Masters Degree as a Reading Specialist from Grand Canyon University and a Masters’ equivalent, which includes 

credits from Yale and Duquesne Universities, she enjoys teaching mathematics and science the most.  She says that “Math and     

science is never ending, but always evolving.  Math just continues on and you can apply it to so many areas of life.”  We, at ACH 

Clear Pathways, are grateful that she chose to share some of her enthusiasm for the 

sciences and the arts with us at the E-Learning Hub.  Dr. Johnson is assigned to the 

Expressions group, which is comprised of students in the 6th through the 9th 

grade.   

Her thoughts on the ACH E-Learning Hub 

Dr. Johnson believes that the Hub is a good addition to both full time on-line 

learning and hybrid learning.  She expects her students to be on task so that 

there will not be any disconnect in their learning.  Her students learn quickly 

that she expects them to succeed in their educational endeavors.  She           

recognizes that young people usually excel to a higher level in a structured 

environment; therefore, she prepares enrichment activities for her students 

who need to be challenged.  The challenge begins even before you enter the 

Expressions classroom; her bulletin board is an exercise in both math and 

reading.   She is hopeful that she will be an influence in the lives of our ACH 

students.   

Dr. Johnson sees ACH Clear Pathways E-Learning Hub as a model for other 

facilities who are providing e-learning         

services.  As she observed the Covid clean environment, which 

includes consistent mask wearing and social distancing, she   

noted that this Hub was a winner. 

Dr. Johnson is a native of the North Side of Pittsburgh and   

graduated from Oliver High School.  She has one adult son, Chase Johnson,  and a 10 year old 

grandson, who reside in Michigan.  She is “babysitting” her grandson’s pedigreed German shepherd 

in her Blackridge home.  Dr. Johnson, laughingly, refuses to claim ownership of T.J., named after 

his real owner Tahj Johnson.  There may be a problem when the real owner comes to claim his pet.  

Besides her love of reading and writing,  Dr. Johnson attends the Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, 

where she is an active participant.  She has traveled extensively, both inside and outside the United 

States.   She is a woman of many talents who is open to new pursuits in life.    

We’re glad that she chose to be a part of the ACH Clear Pathways E-Learning Hub! 

 



 

ACADEMIC ARTS 

OUT OF SCHOOL TIME 

S ome of our readers may wonder whether there is still an arts out of school program while we are engaged in the E-Learning 

Hub?  The answer is Yes!  When the regular school day is over, ACH begins its Academic Out of School Time Program.  Snacks 

are provided, by ACH and its donors;  then our students begin their creative time.  This year, our partner, the University of Pitts-

burgh is challenging our students in  a class entitled “Be Spoke”.  The class is “spoken word “, derived from the feelings, interests, 

and statements about their lives.  The children’s ideas and thoughts are translated into “spoken word” and often connected to a 

musical beat producing a rhythmic sound.  The art project led by Ms. Takara and Mr. DeOndre reflect the same idea of the          

importance of each person and his/her  feelings.  Brown paper t-shirts are drawn with stories and pictures which  create a visual 

story of their lives. 

A  picture often speaks louder than 

words. A careful viewing of this      

t-shirt would introduce you to family, 

friends, likes and dislikes of the artist.  

We must consistently teach our youth 

the importance of self-expression in a 

positive manner. 

Thank you University of Pittsburgh 

 

BE  

SPOKE! 

Creative writing is a skill developed with practice and dedication.  Duquesne University, in partnership with ACH,  is providing the 

vehicle for ACH students to  thrive in the field of creative writing.  Our children in the Smile program, Kindergarten through the 

2nd grade are being exposed to the process of writing.  They, too , will focus on what is important to them and then learn to trans-

late those feelings into the written word.  The art project associated with this program is the growth of a personalized Chia Pet.  

This project is more than a decorated plant!  Students learn that things must be nourished in order to flourish.  If the plants are not 

watered, they will die.  Plants that receive the appropriate amount of water and sunshine thrive, just as people who receive love and 

care also thrive.  Interestingly enough, some of the plants with the most outward decorations, have not grown as well as those who 

have just received basic care and love.  Is there a connection between outward beauty and true inward beauty?  These Chia pets  

provide a Segway into interesting conversations about our values.  

LET THE MUSIC BEGIN 

ACH Clear Pathways is a creative arts program which provides several art mediums to its students.   In addition to writing and 

creating art projects,  ACH provides music lessons for its students through the services of Mr. Jevon Rushton.  Mr. Jevon is an 

educator, producer, and drummer.  He has performed for the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust,  several jazz fests, and other venues both 

in Pittsburgh and other cities.  The children are taught the fundamentals of music and then drumming.  Together, Mr. Jevon and 

the students have provided the music for Showcase performances by our students.  Each student is         

assigned a practice drum pad so that he/she can perfect his/her skill.    Mr. Jevon enjoys teaching the chil-

dren about music and composition.  This is an opportunity for natural talent to shine and 

hidden talents to blossom.  ACH Clear Pathways provides an opportunity for the gifts and 

talents of its students to be nurtured. The Hill District community is often remembered 

for the musicians  and singers that once called the Hill District home!   

Perhaps one day, our children will begin their musical performances by saying,                    

“ I got my musical start at ACH Clear Pathways” 



 

ACH UNDER CONSTRUCTION! 

See ing is believing!  That’s what many people said about the vision of Tyian Battle and ACH Clear Pathways.   ACH had      

purchased the Kaufmann Building in December 2019 and quietly prepared for renovations.  On June 12, 2020, the 

ground breaking ceremony was held.  Our local elected officials came and supported this expansion; however,  not everyone          

believed that  renovations were necessary, but Tyian Battle and the Board of ACH recognized that expansion was needed in order to 

prepare for the programs that were planned for the community.  No one envisioned,  in December 2019,  that ACH would become an 

E-Learning Hub in September 2020.  The visionary leadership of ACH is what always prepares ACH to meet the needs and challeng-

es of the Hill District community.  The expansion will allow  for dedicated space for, among other rooms, the Visual Art Studio, the 

Recording Studio, the Writing Composition Center , the Digital Media Center and  Creative Team space.     

Let’s follow the progress!  

Tyian Battle,     

Executive Director 

with Frank Rapp, 

Vice President of 

the Board of     

Directors 

June 12, 2020—The official ground breaking ceremony of the new ACH Clear Pathways Kaufmann Center.  Members of the Board of Directors and local officials 

turned the first spade.  The media captured many of the officials who participated, including Mayor Bill Peduto and State Representative Jake Wheatley. 

The construction, both inside and out-

side, will enable the ACH Clear Pathways 

Kaufmann Center to increase its space to 

expand its services to the Hill District 

Community.  Computer training, arts for 

seniors, creative writing and other  artis-

tic genres will be available 

The Pittsburgh Post Gazette visited our E-Learning Hub on the first day of its operation.  

They were amazed at the scope of our renovations while we were operating the Hub.  The 

renovations were made possible by several of our funders, which include:    

The Hillman Foundation, The Heinz Endowments, McAuley Ministries, the Pittsburgh 

Foundation, the PA state’s Neighborhood Assistance Program and Redevelopment         

Assistance Capital Program, UPMC, Tri State Capital, and. the Urban Redevelopment   

Authority. 

The ACH E-Learning Hub has been funded by grants from the McAuley Ministries, The 

Hillman Foundation,  and a partnership of Allegheny County, United Way of Southwestern 

Pennsylvania and Trying Together. 

It is impossible to express the deep gratitude that we, at ACH Clear Pathways, have for 

these funders.  If you would like to be a part of this Mission, please visit our website to  

donate.   

We look forward to the completion of this project so that you may be one of the first to visit 

us at our grand opening.  Stay tuned! 



 

NAME THE NEWSLETTER VOTING 

I n the last edition of this newsletter, we asked our readers to submit a name for this  newsletter.  We want you, our readers, to 

not only read the newsletters, but also to be a part of its publication.  Several names have been submitted.  Now is your oppor-

tunity to vote on the final selection of the name.  It’s easy!  Just email me your selection.  You may choose more than one name.  

The name with the most votes will appear as our masthead on the next newsletter.  Thank you in advance for your participation. 

Clear Communications  ACH Clear Pathways Creative Chronicles                             ACH Word 

Urban Rising    Global Times:  Reaching High         ACH Times 

Creative Learning   Creative Communications 

 

Please remember that we welcome your comments, concerns, and criticisms.  Let us know how 

we are doing.  We’re here to inform and serve our readers 

                                                           

                          Please send your vote and response to:  admin@achclearpathways.org 

ACH Clear Pathways is proud to be a part of the United Way 
Contributing Agencies. You may sign up through your em-
ployer or give directly.  Our   number is 10532885 

For our Corporate Partners: 

ACH has been approved to participate in the EITC program 

and is supported by the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh Pub-

lic School District.  Your donation will  not only benefit your 

corporation, but it will help the families that ACH serves. 

Contact and Billing Information             CHECKS: Make checks payable to ACH Clear  Pathways    

FULL 

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE_______________ 

ADDRESS____________________________________________CITY__________STATE_____ZIP__ 

CREDIT CARD NO. ______________________________________                                                                               

EXP. DATE_______________CVC__________ 

Sign me up for email updates:   EMAIL______________________________________________ 

United Way Contributing Agency Number #10532885 

I want to give: $________________   Make my gift   One-time  ___            Monthly   ____ 

 

SUPPORTING ACH CLEAR PATHWAYS 

We welcome your individual gift—No gift is too small or too large! 


