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Every organization that strives for success must be guided by those who are committed to the Mission and Vision
of that organization. The Mission of ACH Clear Pathways is “To nurture creativity through the visual and

THE NEWSLETTER THAT KEEPS YOU INFORMED

performing arts by providing an opportunity to youth and family within the arts. “ Its Vision is
“To serve as an artistic hub by providing artists and community a place to thrive in the arts. “ Our
Executive Director and its Board of Directors have been faithful in the pursuit of carrying out those ideals. ACH
thanks the Board for its consistent support so that the community that ACH serves may continue to thrive.
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Battle, Executive Director of ACH and I embraced her vision. As I prepared the sub-

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

sequent editions of the Newsletters, I followed the path of Visions Realized, New
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Shortly after I became a part of the ACH staff in 2018, I published my first copy of

Visions, and Expanding Visions because that was what was occurring inside ACH

Visions in Pictures
The Vision at the next level

Clear Pathways. I realized that the growth of ACH was founded upon visions that
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would grow and develop over time and those visions should be communicated to the

We’re Thankful

wonderful supporters and donors of ACH. No organization should be stagnant in its
visions; but, I didn’t know whether I could correctly convey the development that
ACH Clear Pathways is proud to be a part of the United Way
Contributing Agencies. You may sign up through your employer
or give directly.

was occurring inside ACH with names that began with the word Visions. I thought
about the upcoming editions, I realized that this Newsletter should be consistent
with a consistent purpose ; therefore, I began the search for a name for this Newsletter that could remain the same and yet reflect the continual growth and change oc-
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curring in ACH Clear Pathways.. Several suggestions for the name were submitted
that were thoughtful and typical for a newsletter. Many names were similar to the
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selected; in fact, some included the name communication. So why choose
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COMMUNICATES? It was simply a matter of grammar!
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I wanted this

Newsletter to reflect action—not a process —not stagnation– but a verb that
expresses the transmission of information, thought or feelings that is
satisfactorily received and understood! One of the definitions of communicate is used as an intransitive verb that means to connect—to open into each
other. ACH wants to always be open to its supporters about how we are serving the
community through donor support. This Newsletter is a means of sharing and

families of ACH share with us. As ACH grows, we would like to be able to explain
changes and developments within the organization. In other words, ACH desires to
communicate with each of you.

As we communicate with you, we hope you take a few minutes to communicate with
us by emailing your thoughts, comments, or suggestions of how we can make this
Newsletter better serve you. Please email me at admin@achclearpathways.org
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changing information. It is conveying the ideas and feelings that the children and
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NEW VISIONS

Written by the Editor—Annie Grice
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Meet Ms. Valerie Miller
Ms. Miller is a mother of 2 adult sons and the grandmother of 8 year old Sawyer
and granddaughter Emily , who is now 1 year old. She doesn’t see them often
now because all of us are living in a different time—the time of Covid. Nonetheless, we are fortunate to have her with us. She is a graduate of Boston University
with a B.A. in English and a Masters in Education from the University of Pennsylvania. Her educational background prepared her to teach for over 20 years.
She is certified to teach in Pre-K-4 and English 7-12. Ms. Val, as she is affectionately known by all at ACH Clear Pathways and its E-Learning Hub, began her
journey with ACH in 2017. She was employed by HYPE (Hill Youth Partnerships
for Enrichment) to be a teacher/consultant for all their After School programs.
ACH is a partner in HYPE , therefore, we benefited from the knowledge and
experience that she shared with our children. She provided academic support,

IT’S ALL ABOUT ART!

whether in areas of homework assistance , remediation or enrichment. Ms. Val continued to support our students during the
Summer Creative Camp, where we combined academics with artistic programing. She believes that it is important to continue
teaching the academics during out of school time because it reduces “summer learning loss”. Her goal is for the students to
master skills they were taught because it is “use it or lose it”.
Our Executive Director, Tyian Battle, invited Ms. Val to present at several program showcases where she connected with the
parents of the students . Ms. Val continued to work with the students of ACH and was with us for the first summer camp at the
new ACH building.
Her E-Learning Hub Experience
When ACH decided to investigate the possibility of becoming a E-Learning Hub, Ms. Val was one of the first people that the
Executive Director thought of because of their historical relationship. Needless to say, Ms. Valerie Miller became the first ACH
E-Learning Hub teacher. Ms. Val believes that the Hub serves a vital need for parents. She said, “I personally love it because I’m
doing so many thing at once. I’m teaching and supporting 3 grades at once and 4 subjects to 5 separate personalities .” Ms. Val
supports children in the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades. She is always printing handouts for enrichment. She never wants to see
students “with nothing to do”. In her HYPE experience, it was learning support through games and art. Here at the Hub, it is
direct academic teaching and support.
Although it is a difficult time for the children because they are not with their friends or regular classmates, the Hub is a safe,
healthy, and caring place for them to be at this time. It is only temporary. Ms. Val stated “to every thing there is a season, and a
time to every purpose under the heaven “ (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
Her thoughts on the ACH Organization
When asked what she thought about ACH, she smiled and stated that she was inspired by Tyian Battle and her accomplishments
over the past few years. Her vision for the Organization will make the new possibilities limitless.” She offered that she stayed
with ACH throughout the years because ACH acknowledges that academics should be a necessary component to every program.
Academic support and enrichment, especially without having grades attached, are important so that children feel rewarded in
their endeavors. This is especially important for children attending underperforming schools.
Her Values
Her love for the children is evident as she lines them up, socially distanced apart, for their daily outing. She chooses a time when
the students are not receiving virtual lessons and takes them outside. She knows how hard it is for children to be in one place all
day long. She has a deep affection and caring for each of her students who will long remember “Ms. Val”
She says that what she hopes to bring are high expectations for academic achievement for all her students.
The Bulletin Boards
The Fall/Winter edition of this newsletter shared photos of Ms. Val as she prepared her bulletin boards. That bulletin board has
changed as the world has changed. Ms. Val said that she grew up during the 60’s and 70’s era of intense change in our climate
of social unrest. She has always wanted to defeat social injustice and her bulletin boards are opportunities to educate and to be
relevant. There is too much going on in the world for our students to be misinformed or uniformed. The Board is constantly
changing because our lives change daily. (See the Bulletin Board Educates) next page/

Art speaks to each of us in its own form. We celebrate
the writers, musicians, actors and actresses for their
contributions to our world. We celebrate each of the
children at ACH Clear Pathways for their desire to
Dream Big and Make It Happen!

The Bulletin Board Educates!

ARTS AND EDUCATION
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his bulletin board began shortly after the announcement that Joe Biden and Kamala Harris had been
confirmed as President and Vice President, respectively, of the United States . As you can see, there is a
question ... “How high will you climb”? Ms. Valerie Miller
used this board to educate all of us about the journey of
women and minorities in politics.
They range from
Jeannette Pickering Rankin– 1916 to Vice President Kamala Harris 2020. Each rung on the ladder
includes a picture of the person highlighted. In addition,
some of the pictures include Learning Challenges.
These learning challenges are meant to encourage the
students to use their resources and find the answer to the
question.

Clear Pathways is known for its art education for children. What is so unique about ACH is that it
combines art with education. It is not enough to know how to draw or paint or play a musical
instrument, the students here learn the history of the particular art form. In addition, they are taught that art can
be an instrument which can change their lives. Our program assistants often collaborate on various projects so that
the overall theme is the same. This years theme is “Dream Big”! Our children need to know about dreams and how
to transform them into reality.
ACH partners with Duquesne University’s Writing program. Their topic for this period is “Who am I as a writer?”
The overview of the class is that “students will be able to articulate ascribed and interpreted personal identities and
write about who they are and who they want to be”. They learn what the term “identity” means. Once the children
are comfortable discussing identities, they transform the written identities to the artistic form of how they see
themselves. It’s easy to see the girls who want to be ballerinas or other artists.
Each student is given a wall size piece of brown paper and asked to draw themselves how they want to be seen by
others. This is not just physical features, but attributes that they want others to see in them. This process will
educate them to understand that they are valuable and valued persons in society. It is the beginning of actualizing
the visions that they have of themselves.

A few examples are as follows:
Jeannette Rankin—who was she and what state did she
represent? Do you know?
Sojourner Truth—What was her real name and why did

As each picture is
completed, they are
placed together to
form a mural of our
children , who
dream big!
Dancers
Singers
Beautiful people

she change it? (I’m sure you remember her poem “Ain’t I a woman?”)
Shirley Chisholm—What was her campaign slogan”? Why was she important?
Who were the previous women Vice Presidential candidates on a national ticket and who were their running mates?
These questions were indeed learning challenges , not just for the students, but the adults also. This bulletin board will allow
our ACH students to know that there are limitless possibilities in their lives. It’s all up to them. This is a bulletin board that
provides opportunities to discuss the past and to begin preparations for the future.
So, the question remains: HOW HIGH WILL YOU CLIMB? Thank you Ms. Val for the challenging bulletin boards.
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This board evidenced the constant change going on in our lives.
Ms. Val captures those things that are being reported in the news
and allows opportunities for the students to discuss them. Many of
you would question the wisdom of children discussing the news;
however, their lives are surrounded by the news in their neighborhood without explanations or with misinformation. Ms. Val’s class
provides a safe space to grow and to know.
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Why do we care about sharing relevant information to our
children? The answer is that we live in a time of social networking
that provides unlimited information to our children. Some of that
information may contain fiction, untruths, or misinformation. We
want our children to be able to ask reliable sources about the information that they see in the media or social platforms.
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Ms. Val’s bulletin boards are tools being effectively used to educate
our children.
Taniyah Benjamin

Kashmir Rivers

Philica Clancy

August 16, 2000

Remembering “Mr. Dre”

October 23, 2020

DeOndre Lamont Stewart
As we approach Valentines Day, we wanted to share a remembrance of a loving young
man who was a part of the ACH community. The staff, students, and parents alike
were all impacted by the loss of Mr. Dre, as he was affectionately known by all.
Mr. Dre was a program assistant here at ACH. The title does little to describe who he
was to the children here at ACH. Always polite, DeOndre taught the boys about being
respectful and polite. As he worked with them on their art projects, he was sharing his
love for them and explaining to them how important it was that they learned to listen,
follow directions, and do their school work. DeOndre was loved by the Dream Boys
(boys ages 8-10). Upon learning of his passing, ACH reached out to grief and crisis
counselors for our staff and children . As part of the healing process, ACH hosted
DeOndre’s family, friends, staff, students and their parents in a celebration of life
program. It included the children playing the drums, singing songs, poetry and artistic projects that the children had worked on. They were happy that they could do
something to show how much they loved Mr. Dre.
It is often said that pictures are worth more than a thousand words, and I agree. Let
this page remind each of you that life is fleeting and it is important to show love to one
another when ever you have the opportunity. Family doesn’t always mean those born
into a related group; it can often mean relationships developed through love. For the
staff and students of ACH, DeOndre was family and we miss him!

MEMORIAL/LEGACY BRICKS

I

t’s not too late to have your Memorial/Legacy Brick inscribed and
installed in the New ACH Clear Pathways Center Courtyard. The
Irene Kaufmann building began in 1895 and it provided a place for
people to learn and study and familiarize themselves with the culture of
the City of Pittsburgh. Although part of the name has changed through
the years, those of us who grew up in the Hill District can probably
remember going to take dance, music, or other lessons in the Kaufmann
building. Years later, as adults, we attended weddings, receptions, and
other festive events. During the spring and summer, even early fall, we
wandered outside in the courtyard and listened to music or just enjoyed
the sweet smelling air. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to, once again, go into
the courtyard and look at the names of those special people in your life?
The Memorial/Legacy Brick is meant to place a permanent mark of their
life in the Hill District. Perhaps you haven’t lived in the Hill District, but it
has in some way impacted your life as you attended various meetings, or
led scout troops which were housed in the Kaufmann Building. Perhaps
the work of ACH Clear Pathways has helped your child develop as an artist
or merely challenged them to be their best selves; if so, won’t you be a part
of this lasting tribute and at the same time, continue to support the work of ACH Clear Pathways? You or your
business, or social organization can be a part of a special tribute to those who have left a lasting mark on your life.
Just call us for further information on how to order your brick so that you can be a part of the Legacy!

NEW Naming Opportunities

Auditorium Sound Booth - $150,000.00
Courtyard - $150,000.00
Visual Art Studio—$100,000.00
Recording Studio—$75,000.00
Writing Composition Center—$75,000.00
Digital Media Center—Committed
Ensemble Studio—$50,000.00
Vestibule—$40,000.00
Creative Café—$25,000.00
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e are almost ready to move into our new
spaces in the New ACH Clear Pathways
Center. When one prepares for the birth of
a child, much of the excitement centers around the
naming of that child. We, too, are anticipating the
names of our new spaces. As we look around at the
buildings in our city, we see the names of Duquesne
Light, U S Steel, or University of Pittsburgh or other
prominent names. Those names are prominent because they have been placed in prominent positions.
Won’t you consider placing your name in a position
of prominence? If you would like your name to occupy a space of growth and development that reflects
your love of the Arts, won’t you consider accepting
this opportunity. If you would like to visit us so that
you can choose your space, just let us know.
For further information, you may email us or call us
and just say “I want to name my space”!

