Second QUARTER 2021 EDITION

ACH Clear Pathways is proud to be a part of the United
Way Contributing Agencies. You may sign up through
your employer or give directly.

THE NEWSLETTER THAT KEEPS YOU INFORMED

ACH COMMUNICATES

For our Corporate Partners:
ACH has been approved to participate in the EITC program
and is supported by the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh
Public School District. Your donation will not only benefit
your corporation, but it will help the families that ACH serves.

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT!

BE THE FIRST BRUSH STROKE ON A LIFE! Your gift matters!
Contact and Billing Information

CHECKS: Make checks payable to ACH Clear Pathways

One of my favorite tv shows is “Love it or List it”! It is a reality show of people who have either outgrown their present
home or it no longer meets their needs or desires. The owners hire a contractor-designer to see if he/she is able to
update their current house to meet the owners new specifications. At the same time, a real estate agent is hired to see if
he/she can find a new home that meets all their imagined
dreams. Sometimes it is as simple as a larger open kitchen or
an updated bathroom; or it can be an additional bedroom and
garage that is required. One of the major drawbacks in this
scenario is location. Most homeowners don’t want to relocate
too far from their current location. In addition, there are
certain feelings of attachment to a home that nothing can replace. ACH Clear Pathways found itself in a similar situation.
When ACH was offered the beautiful Kaufmann Building and
Elsie Hillman auditorium, a choice had to be made. We loved
the Kaufmann Building and Auditorium but we needed some
changes. We wanted to have more classroom space for creative writing; more room for art in all its genres; more space
for our community members to learn new skills or develop
current gifts. What should we do? Love it or leave it? We
didn’t need a real estate agent to tell us that the Kaufmann
building was unique and that it would be impossible to find a
similar building in the Hill District of Pittsburgh or anywhere.
Furthermore, there was a history of families at the Heldman
Center and the Kaufmann Building. There were Hill District
children that learned to play the piano or learned how to tap
dance or attempt the various moves in ballet Yes, all that
richness was attached to this building. There were weddings,
banquets, graduation parties, baby showers and community
meetings that took place at the Heldman Center and Kaufmann Building and later, the Elsie Hillman Auditorium.
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CREDIT CARD NO. ______________________________________
EXP. DATE_______________CVC__________
Sign me up for email updates: EMAIL______________________________________________
United Way Contributing Agency Number #10532885
I want to give: $________________ Make my gift One-time ___
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CONNECT WITH US!
We, at ACH Clear Pathways, appreciate you for spending time with us as you read the articles
in the Newsletters. We are working toward providing you with a Newsletter that:
COMMUNICATES--ELEVATES-- AND EDUCATES you our readers.

Let us know how we can improve our efforts. Tell us what you would like to see more of and/
or less of. Let us know what interests you so that we can better serve you. We need you to
connect with us so that we can better connect with you.
Please drop us a line by email, directed to admin@achcp.org
or write to us at
510 Heldman Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219.

The history and richness of growth and development of the
Irene Kaufmann Center provides a gateway to the vision and
ministry of ACH Clear Pathways. We begin our historical
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(above) IRENE KAUFMANN SETTLEMENT 1911

ADDITIONS ADDED BY KAUFMANN IN 1925

Journey at the Columbian School and Settlement
House in 1895. It is here that philanthropic services
were offered to Jewish immigrants by the, now known
as, National Council of Jewish Women.

Cont. on page 2

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT CONTINUED

From 1895 to 1910, the Columbian School and Settlement house
provided a gateway to assimilation into the United States for the
Jewish immigrants. It was here that they were encouraged to
grow and plant themselves in a new homeland. The Settlement
engaged in educational, civic, and religious training. It was the
home of many of the participants. It was the hub of their social
and artistic life. The Settlement housed various agencies that
were beneficial to its residents. These included health and safety
agencies, including well baby clinics, housing agencies, trade
unions, and public schools. The Settlement was a community
within itself. The Columbian Settlement house expanded so rapidly that they needed additional space to continue to carry out its
missions. Leaders of the Jewish community looked within its
community and asked Mr. Henry Kaufmann, who was the owner
of the downtown Kaufmann department store, whether he would
donate the funds for the additional building. In 1909 Kaufmann
donated $150,000.00 in memory of his daughter Irene, who had
died in 1907. That building was the first Irene Kaufman Settlement House. The building was dedicated in 1911.

THE NEXT STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT CONTINUES

(above) 1928 Irene Kaufmann expansion construction

Although decades apart, and a socio-economic chasm of milions,
the stories of Henry Kaufmann and Tyian Battle merge in the
love of their children.
The love and loss of a child is not lost on ACH Clear Pathways. It
was the love and loss of Amon C. Harris, the 7 year old son of its
founder, who passed in 2009, that infused the desire in the heart
of Tyian Battle to provide opportunities to other children. In
2011, ACH Clear Pathways received its status as a 501(c)3 non
profit corporation. The similarity in timing of these events confirms that ACH is historically bound to the Irene Kaufmann
building.
The original Irene Kaufmann Settlement House included a gym,
a bath house and a swimming pool so that the physical welfare of
its members were met. The Irene Kaufmann Settlement House
was known for its music, art and theater productions; however, a
space was needed for the production of these events. Again in
1928, the generosity of Henry Kaufmann made it possible to
build the Irene Kaufmann Auditorium to house the theatre and
arts programs. The Kaufmann Auditorium has been remodeled
over the years; but the purpose of the site has remained the
same—to promote the welfare of its members. In 1957, the Irene Kaufmann Settle House was renamed the Anna B. Heldman
Center. It was named in honor of Anna B. Heldman, a non Jewish woman who had served the community at the Kaufmann Settlement House for over 38 years. In 1964, the Anna B. Heldman
center and all its buildings was demolished; however, the Irene
Kaufmann Auditorium remained.

Enlarging and transforming the ACH Clear Pathways Kaufmann Center.

The new addition of the Irene Kaufmann building
opened in 1928 in grand style.

A blank canvas holds infinite possibilities;!

It is here that its

music and art school held their Little Theatre Produc-

Be the first brush stroke on a child’s life!

tions, which it had become known for

The Elsie H. Hillman Auditorium at the Hill House
Kaufmann Center 2011

VISITORS’ RECEPTION CENTER

Cont on page 3
2

COMMUNITY MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER
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BE A PART OF THIS HISTORY!

AND WE LOVE IT!
In 2011, after having been restored and updated, through
the generosity of Mrs. Elsie H. Hillman, the Auditorium was
reopened and renamed as the Elsie H. Hillman Auditorium
at the Kaufmann Center. At that time, the Center was
owned by the Hill House Association.

You may have already received the information concerning
the purchase of a Legacy or Memorial Brick. Some of you have
already acknowledged your desire to be a part of the Kaufmann
building history. As you have read in this edition, this building
has withstood the change of building owners and transformations through many years; however, the building remains as
a shining star in the Hill District of Pittsburgh.

A piece of the past.
During the construction and remodeling of the new ACH
Center, remnants of the swimming pool at the Kaufmann
Settlement House were unearthed.

Your inscribed brick will be placed in a prominent place in the
new ACH Clear Pathways Center Courtyard. We have already
received our first shipment of bricks to be installed. Our last
order will be placed May 30, 2021. Don’t wait any longer.

The boys prepare for
swimming at the original
Irene Kaufmann
Settlement House

The bricks are 8 x 8 and have a high visibility and a lasting
quality. The donation for each brick is $250.00; however, your
donation will provide a memorial to honor those who have
already left the Hill District for the Golden city of Glory.
Perhaps it can be a Life Legacy for those people or organizations that should be remembered and are important in your
life.

The same challenges that faced the Columbian Settlement
House in 1910 also faced ACH. It was an organization without a home. The children were on waiting lists because we
did not have a home. ACH rented space from other facilities
to host its theatre and musical performances. The art pieces
created by the children had no permanent place to house
their work. Many beautiful works were stored in boxes instead of being celebrated.
In December 2019, ACH, with the approval of its Board of
Directors, purchased the Elsie H. Hillman Auditorium at the
Kaufmann Center. Our renovations are almost complete and
we can’t wait until we get our full occupancy permit. In the
meantime, our E-Learning Hub continues, our out of school
program continues and we are planning for our creative
camp for this summer.
As you may have guessed, ACH Clear Pathways will always
LOVE the Kaufmann Building and the Elsie H. Hillman
Auditorium. We were destined to be together. Stay tuned
for our grand opening. You don’t want to miss it.

Email us at admin@achcp.org or call 412-815-0471
for more information on how you can order your
brick.

A mural created by the children and staff of ACH Clear
Pathways. It is a mural of love for “Mr. Dre”. This mural
is located in the lower level of the Kaufmann Center and
now has a permanent home.

Hallways!
What better places to showcase the
works of art of our students. The
canvasses and murals that signify
the talents and dreams of our
children must never be hidden
away!

THE FOUNDATION OF THE NEW ACH CLEAR PATHWAYS KAUFMANN CENTER
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THE NEXT CHAPTER

ALISON SMITH, Esq.

Alison’s commitment to ACH has continued for over ten years because she continues to be inspired by Tyian
Battle and her vision for the organization. Alison believes in the mission of bringing opportunities to youth and
families through the arts, especially in the Hill District community, which has a legacy of artistic influence. When
Alison was asked “What do you think has been your greatest influence on the organization”, her answer reflects
the qualities of a cornerstone! Alison states that her “greatest influence has been guiding Tyian and the
organization through substantial growth, and building the structure and organization from within to responsibly sustain that growth while staying true to ACH’s mission”! Those words reflect the
cornerstone. Webster Dictionary defines a cornerstone as “a basic element: foundation”. Alison has truly been a basic element to the growth and development of ACH.

A CORNERSTONE OF ACH CLEAR PATHWAYS
Every Organization needs trusted and knowledgeable advisers in order to
become and remain a viable entity. ACH Clear Pathways was fortunate to
have encountered such a person in Alison Smith. She currently serves as the
President of the Board of ACH and has served in that position for 5 years.
Mrs. Smith received her undergraduate degree at the University of Tennessee
Knoxville and her Juris Doctor at Duquesne University Law School.
Mrs. Smith currently serves as Senior Counsel in the Legal Department of
PNC Bank, National Association.

Alison hopes that ACH will become a cultural hub for the Hill District community that spans generations--where
people recognize and acknowledge the community’s storied past and artistic legacy, celebrate the accomplishments and important events of today and provide opportunity and hope for the future. Alison doesn’t believe that
this is a “new” agenda, but rather it is a natural expansion of programming that allows ACH to continue to deliver
its mission through expanded service and to wider audiences. At the end of this year, Alison will pass the mantle
of support to Frank Rapp, Esq., who is currently serving as President elect of the Board. Frank has been and
continues to be a vital part of ACH. It was through networking of professionals that allowed an extraordinary
group of people to serve together for the growth and development of ACH. Alison looks forward to stepping away
from the role of president because she will be able to devote more time to special projects and initiatives for the
organization, particularly community partnerships that will maximize shared resources.

Alison has been married to Shawn Smith for almost twenty five (25) years
and they are the proud parents of two active teen aged sons. One would
wonder how Alison has time for ACH Clear Pathways. It has been said,
“when you want something done, get a busy person to do it.”

Right:

THE BEGINNING

Tyian and Alison at
groundbreaking

It was late 2010 and Alison, as usual, was concerned about others as she visited a friend’s daughter in the NICU at
Magee Hospital. That was a very emotional experience and yet, she still had agreed to meet with a woman named
Tyian Battle. She didn’t know her. The meeting had been arranged by one her best friends who knew Tyian from
a mutual acquaintance. Alison knew nothing about Tyian, her circumstances or the fact that she had lost her son
Amon. Alison only knew that Tyian was looking for some legal advice and help with starting a nonprofit. They
met at the agreed upon place at Panera Bread in Oakland. And so it began! Alison sat down with her in a booth at
Panera and listened to her pour her heart out and share her loss. Tyian knew from the very beginning what she
wanted her organization to do and who she wanted to serve. Tyian always knew what she wanted to do, but more
importantly, she knew what she didn’t know. She had the vision; she just needed help in implementing it. Alison
was so inspired and so moved that someone could take a tragedy like the loss of a child and turn it into such a
vision for giving back to the community. Alison said “I'm all in. How can I help?” She’s been helping ever since.

Below:
Frank Rapp
Our next Board
president working
the Auction at our
Showcase

At first, Alison’s involvement was only in a legal role. She was providing legal advice, helping Tyian navigate the
laws and regulations relating to nonprofits. Tyian had a Board and a group of people who shared her vision.
They were all helping Tyian to deliver ACH’s mission to the Hill District community. As Alison and Tyian prepared the paperwork to file the necessary forms to become a registered nonprofit, they realized that ACH did not
have the amount of money necessary for the filing fees. Tyian requested the help of the Board members and they
jointly donated the filing fees . The legal help provided by Alison resulted in ACH Clear Pathways being designated as a Charitable tax exempt organization in April 2011.

Far right bottom:
Alison & Ty
Just being sisters

AN INVITATION
Alison challenges other professional members of the community to become a part of ACH. Being involved in an organization like ACH, witnessing how it impacts lives everyday
and expanding the horizons of so many children and families, restores your faith in humanity and reinforces that people can work together to achieve good. ACH is a microcosm
of what society should look like
Our current Board has been developed through the continuing networking process of its members. ACH welcomes you
to become an integral part of its organization. Collectively we
can make a difference and affect change.
If you are interested, please contact: admin@achcp.org to
received further information.

At that time, ten years ago, Alison was busy raising her own young family while maintaining her professional
position as a lawyer. As the organization grew, Tyian was looking to expand the Board, so she asked Alison if she
was willing to be a Board member. Alison was worried about being able to honor the time commitment of being a
board member. Alison, a woman who believed in commitment, declined the board membership. During this
time, a relationship developed between Alison and Tyian. Tyian’s phone calls and periods of frustration and confusion were all met with a spirit of loving compassion by Alison. Lawyers can be found in many places, but
cornerstones that hold up a person or an organization are few and far between. That is what Alison Smith was
becoming to ACH and Tyian—a Cornerstone.
By the end of 2013, Alison’s sons had gotten a little older and she was more comfortable in her relatively new
position at PNC in the Legal Department. As she gained greater experience in her new role, she was also gaining
knowledge about nonprofits and charitable organizations that could benefit ACH. During this time, Tyian
continued to press Alison to become a member of the Board; finally Alison said yes. Alison became a member of
the Board of ACH in January 2014 and has served as its president since 2017.
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